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This book is a compilation of the first four of Patti Medaris Culea's bestselling books: Creative Cloth

Doll Making, Creative Cloth Doll Faces, Creative Cloth Doll Couture, and Creative Cloth Doll

Beading.  This comprehensive book guides readers through all the basics of creating cloth figures,

with step-by-step fully illustrated instruction. Readers get complete patterns to create several styles

of dolls, many with interchangeable parts. The book provides methods for creating beautiful faces,

hair, garments, clothing, and supplies instruction in a wide variety of surface design techniques

including dyeing, painting, stamping, beading, applique, hand and machine embroidery, image

transfers, using Tyvek, and more. For further inspiration, the book also includes a gallery of doll

designs by other leading doll artists, all made using the patterns from the book.
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I am having a Love/I'm Totally Annoyed relationship with this book. I absolutely recommend this

book but it loses a star for the frustrations.I find the book to be absolutely inspiring with a wealth of

information. I love the the doll patterns that are included in the book which give the dolls wonderful

figures so that they can wear anything. This book has challenged me and inspired me to try, and

succeed, with new mediums such as the Dye-Na-Flow fabric dyes that you can just paint on to give

the doll flesh tones...or whatever. The book inspired me to hand bead some of my dolls clothing,

and really opened up my creativity. You will absolutely be inspired by this book and I do think this is

a must have for anyone interested in the subject. As to the Dye-Na-Flow, Lumiere and Textile



colors, I am in love with these. I couldn't find them anywhere in any store but  has what they call

Exciter packs that give you 9 different colors of the dyes or paints for $11-12. As Patti says in the

book, they do not change the feel of the fabric. I did find that they change the stability of the fabric

so you don't want to be ripping seams after the fabric has been treated. I ended up with a small slit

in my fabric just inside the seam which I just stitched shut, but it's better to avoid this if possible.Now

for my frustrations.One of my frustrations with this book is that, in my opinion, it is poorly organized,

the table of contents is all but useless, and the book screams for an index. For instance, from the

table of contents Chapter 6 is named 'Painting and Embellishments. The Chapter is actually the

instructions for a doll named Magdalene, but you cannot lookup 'Magdalene' or any features that

may have inspired you about Magdalene anywhere.
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